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1) Docteur Jean Valleton de Boissière of Bergerac, France (1733-1820), Eric Williams’ maternal great-grandfather four times removed 2) The 
Thomas Henry Williams clan, 1932; (Eric Williams, third from left, standing); 3) Doctoral Degree, Oxford University, England-1939.
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Christmas Greetings
and Every Good Wish

for the New Year

“ The University of Woodford Square” – 1956
Camps-CampinsEric Williams, international statesman with 1) Sir Grantley Adams, Prime Minister of Barbados; Norman Manley, Prime Minister of Jamaica, 1956; 

2) Emperor of Ethiopia, Haile Selassie, 1966; 3) Indira Gandhi, Prime Minister of India, 1968; 4) Sir Winston Churchill, Prime Minister of Great Britain, 
1961; 5) Chairman Mao Tse Tung, People’s Republic of China, 1974; 6) President Podgorny of the USSR Presidium, 1975; 7) Lyndon Baines Johnson, 
President of the United States of America, 1967.  

“The University of Woodford Square” – 1956. Original acrylic painting on wood 32" x 47"  © Adrian Camps-Campins 2002
Reproduced by courtesy of the Eric Williams Memorial Collection. Also, signed and numbered Limited Edition Print: 16" x 24"

Email orders: ewc.suilan@juno.com

"To someone like myself, who was a teenager 
in Trinidad when Eric Williams burst onto 
the public scene there around 1955, 
certain of these pieces have an 
emotional power far beyond their 
considerable force as political 
analysis and argument. Single-
handedly and single-mindedly, 
Eric Williams transformed our 
lives. He  swept away the old 
and inaugurated the new. He 
made us proud to be who we 
were, and optimistic, as 
never before, about what we 
were going to be, or could 
be. 

'Bliss was it in that dawn to 
be alive,' and nothing that has 
transpired since in Trinidad can 
negate Williams' gift to his 
people, or his triumph of intellect 
and spirit." (Arnold Rampersad, 

Sara Hart Kimball Professor in the Humanities, 
Stanford University, US).

"I have never seen or heard of any 
political forum (in non-revolutionary 

periods) where addresses of the level 
of Dr. Williams’ speeches have been 
consistently listened to by popular 
audiences... for three, four, five 
hours at a time....." (C.L.R. James, 
Marxist intellectual).

"He turned.....the history of the 
Caribbean into gossip." (George 
Lamming, novelist, Barbados).

"He summoned an entire people 
to school and taught so well and 

so imaginatively and with such 
passion that the people were still 

electing him 25 years after he held 
his first class." (John Hearne, novelist, 

Jamaica).

"On August 31, 1962, a country will be free, 
a miniature state will be established, but a 
society and a nation will not have been 
formed. After August 31, 1962, the people 
of Trinidad and Tobago will face the fiercest 
test in their history—whether they can 
invest with flesh and blood the bare skeleton 
of their National Anthem, ‘Here, every 
creed and race find an equal place.' That is 
their challenge. They may fail..... But 
merely to make the attempt, merely to 
determine to succeed, would be an 
enormous tribute to their capacity, a 
powerful inspiration to frustrated humanity."

"Together the various groups in Trinidad 
and Tobago have suffered, together they 
have aspired, together they have achieved. 
Only together can they succeed. And only 
together can they build a society, can they 
build a nation, can they build a homeland. There can be no Mother India, 
for those whose ancestors came from India......there  can be no Mother 
Africa, for those of African origin, and the Trinidad and Tobago society is 
living a lie and heading for trouble if it seeks to create the impression, or 
to allow others to act under the delusion, that Trinidad and Tobago is an 
African society.�

There can be no Mother England and no dual 
loyalties..... There can be no Mother China, 
even if one could agree on which China is the 
Mother; and there can be no Mother Syria or no 
Mother Lebanon. A nation, like an individual, 
can have only one Mother. The only Mother we 
recognise is Mother Trinidad and Tobago, and 
Mother cannot discriminate between her 
children."

“You, the children, yours is the great 
responsibility to educate your parents, teach 
them to live together in harmony... to your 
tender and loving hands, the future of the 
Nation is entrusted. In your innocent hearts, the 
pride of the Nation is enshrined. On your 
scholastic development, the salvation of the 
Nation is dependent...you carry the future of 
Trinidad and Tobago in your school bags.”

Photographs courtesy The Eric Williams Memorial Collection, The 
University of the West Indies, St. Augustine, Republic of Trinidad & Tobago. 
A UNESCO Memory of the World Project.  

Dr. Eric Eustace Williams (1911-1981) is perhaps most 
well known in two roles: as a consummate historian 
whose ground-breaking book on the abolition and 
emancipation of British West Indian slavery, 
Capitalism and Slavery (1944), “defined the 
study of Caribbean history” (Solow & Engerman, 
1987). Popularly called The Williams Thesis, this 
landmark study continues to inform today's 
ongoing debate and remains “on the cutting edge 
of slave trade research in academic circles” (New 
York Times Book Review, November, 1997). The 
book has been published in eight languages 
including Chinese, Japanese and Russian.

The first Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago and 
head of government for twenty-five years until his death, 

his bibliography consists of over 600 articles, lectures, 
and speeches. Major publications include The Negro 

in the Caribbean (1942); From Columbus to 
Castro: The History of the Caribbean, 1492-1969 
(1970). Several of his works have been published 
in Chinese and Japanese, one as recently as 2000.

Williams won a scholarship to Oxford 
University (UK) and after a teaching appoint-
ment as a Professor of Social and Political 
Science at Howard University (US), he returned 

home, entering the political arena with his 
founding of Trinidad and Tobago's first political 

party, The People’s National Movement. He led his 
country to Independence from Britain in 1962 and to 

Republican status in 1976.

Eric Williams – on the occasion of Trinidad and Tobago’s Independence 
from Great Britain.


